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We don't know for sure how language originated. We only know that some type of spoken 
language developed about 100000 years ago, well before written language about 5000 years ago. 
However, there are some speculations about the origins of language. They are as follows: 

The Divine Source : "God created Adam and whatsoever Adam called every living creatures that 
was the name thereof ". 

= God has created us and has provided us with the gift of speaking. 

The Natural Sound Source : primitive words could have been imitation of natural sounds which 

early men heard around them, e.g. BOOM, CUCKOO, CAW-CAW 

These are also called [Onomatopoeia = Imitation of natural sounds in the nature] 

This theory is also called BOW - VOW theory. 

{The sounds from cries of pain, anger and joy and interjections like Ooh, Wow, ... also belong to 
this theory of natural sound source] 

Yo - He- Ho Theory : the sounds of a person involved in physical effort could be the source of 
our language OR A group of early humans might develop a set of grunts, groans and curses that 
were used when they were lifting and carrying large bits of trees or woods. 

Physiological Adaptation : Human beings can talk because they have unique features of speech. 
Some of these features are human's shape of teeth, lips, larynx, lateralized brain, etc . 

[Throughout the history human beings gradually developed and gained the physical adaptation for 
uttering sounds.} 

Human teeth are upright not slanting outwards like those of apes and are even in height. 

Human lips are flexible and are helpful in producing the sounds of /p/ , /b/, / m/ 

Human tongues are also flexible in producing many different sounds. 

Human beings have larynx containing vocal cords and also have pharynx acting like a resonator 
for increased range and clarity of the sounds produced via the larynx. 

Brain Lateralization : The human brain is lateralized meaning it has different functions in each of 
the two hemispheres. 

Those functions that control motor movements involved in things like speaking and making tools 
are largely attributed to the LEFT hemisphere. 

The Genetic Source : We are born with a biological (innate) gift or capacity to produce sounds 
and master a language. 

It is also called Innateness Hypothesis. 



Test (Chapter One) 


1. The "Bow-vow" theory is related to the — view of origins of language. 

a. divine b. onomatopoeic 

c. genetic source d. physical adaptation 

2. According to the — theory of language origin, language started with grunts, groans and cries 
of pleasure. 

a. ding-dong b. bow-vow 

c. pooh-pooh d. yo-heave-ho 

3. That all languages have some words with pronunciations which seem to echo naturally 
occurring sounds supports the — theory. 

a. divine source 
c. physiological adaptation 


b. bow-vow 

d. the genetic source 


4. The "Innateness Hypothesis" is also called 
a. Bow-vow theory 
c. The genetic source 


b. Yo-he-ho theory 
d. Onomatopoeia 


5. "God created Adam and ' whatsoever Adam called every living creatures, which was the name 
thereof ". This words show the — source. 

a. divine b. yo-heave-ho 

c. Bow-vow d. Onomatopoeia 

6. Human brain has different functions in each of the two hemispheres. It is called —. 

a. human divine source b. lateralization 

c. genetic source d. bow-vow theory 

7. The sounds from cries of pain, anger and joy and interjections like Ooh, Wow, belong to the 
theory of —. 

a. divine source b. Yo-he-Ho 

c. physiological adaptation d. the natural sound 

8. Human beings can talk because they have unique features of speech. This shows the — theory. 

a. Physiological Adaptation b. bow-vow 

c. The genetic source d. the natural sound 



Chapter two 
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Communicative signals: W hen you use language to intentionally tell somebody something 

Informative signals : When you unintentionally inform somebody of something which you 
don't mean to. For example the listener might find out that you are sick because you cough. 

Displacement : Human beings can refer to past and future time and to other locations. It allows the 
users of language to talk about things and events not present in the immediate environment. 

Arbitrariness: A property of linguistic signs is their arbitrary relationship with the objects they 
are to indicate. There is no natural connection between a linguistic form and its meaning. 

The relationship between words and their meanings is not iconic or natural but is symbolic. 

Productivity : Human language is "open-ended", that is, novel utterances are continually being 
created, and thus the potential number of utterances in any human language in infinite. In fact, 
with limited number of rules, we are able to produce endless linguistic forms with different degree 
of complexity, while animals have fixed reference. 

Cultural Transmission : Language is passed on from one generation to another one. But the 
general pattern of animal communication is that the signals used are instinctive not learned. 

Duality : Language is structurally organized in terms of two abstract levels. At the first, higher 
level, language is analyzed in terms of combinations of meaningful units such as morphemes, 
words; at another, lower level, it is seen as a sequence of segments which lack any meaning in 
themselves, but which combine to form units of meaning. This property is sometimes referred to 
as "Double- Articulation". That is in one level we have 'morpheme' and in the other one we have 
'phoneme'. 

Some other properties shared by human language and animal communication 
systems: 

• Vocal-Auditory channel : Human speech is generated via the vocal organs and perceived 
via the ears. This property is not considered to be a defining feature of human languages. 

• Specialization : Linguistic signals do not normally serve any other type of purpose, such 
as breathing or feeding. 

• Non-directionality : language signals have no inherent direction and can be picked up by 
anyone within hearing, even unseen. 

• Rapid fade : linguistic signals are produced and disappear quickly. 

• Reciprocity : Any sender of a language signal can be a receiver. This property is not 
considered to be a defining feature of human languages. 



Test (Chapter 2) 


1. It is said that only human beings can talk about things and events not present in the 
environment. This language property is called —. 

a. arbitrariness b. displacement 

c. cultural transmission d. rapid fade 

2. Among the properties of language, the one which relates to the fact that a language must be 
acquired or learned by each new generation is 

a. cultural transmission b. displacement 

c. duality d. arbitrariness 

3. Among the properties of language, the one which relates to the fact that language is organized 
at two levels or layers simultaneously is —. 

a. arbitrariness b. displacement 

c. reciprocity d. duality 

4. Which of the properties of language paves the way for creation of science fiction? 

a. productivity b. displacement 

c. arbitrariness d. non-directionality 

5. All languages are —, that is, speakers have the capacity both to produce and receive messages. 

a. productive b. arbitrary 

c. reciprocal d. dual 

6. The property of human language by which linguistic signals can be picked up by anyone 
within hearing, even unseen, is referred to as —. 

a. specialization b. displacement 

c. reciprocity d. non-directionality 

7. The property of language which is linked to the fact that the potential number of utterances in 
any language is infinite is called —. 

a. duality b. displacement 

c. productivity d. arbitrariness 


8. According to the property of —, there is no natural connection between a linguistic form and 
its meaning. 

a. displacement b. arbitrariness 

c. duality d. productivity 


9. Which property of language may be related to the fact that men can tell lies? 
a. displacement b. arbitrariness 

c. fixed reference d. specialization 




10. The fact that we are capable of producing a very large number of sound combinations with a 
limited set of distinct sounds is referred to as the — of languages. 

a. productivity b. displacement 

c. duality d. arbitrariness 

11. Which of the following properties is not a unique property of human language? 

a. duality b. displacement 

c. arbitrariness d. non-directionality 

12. The fact that linguistic signals do not normally serve non-linguistic functions is called —. 

a. vocal-auditory channel b. non-directionality 

c. specialization d. reciprocity 

13. The two unique core features of human languages are —. 

a. productivity and non-productivity b. displacement and reciprocity 

c. displacement and arbitrariness d. arbitrariness and flexibility 

14. Linguistic forms are described as arbitrary because there is generally —. 

a. no natural connection between the form and its meaning 

b. no real relationship between forms of languages 

c. a fixed relationship between a word and its meaning 

d. a phonetic representation related to number of words 

15. — refers to a case where in a language we can have different meanings for three words 'tack', 
'act', and 'cat', yet in each case, we use the same basic set of sounds. 

a. cultural transmission b. duality 

c. directionality d. specialization 

16. Which of the following properties of language enables human beings to produce a very large 
number of sound combinations (words) which are distinct in meaning? 

a. displacement b. arbitrariness 

c. specialization d. duality 



Chapter three 



Writing is a system of written symbols that represents sounds, syllables or words of a language. A 
large number of the languages in the world today are used only in the spoken form. We may be 
able to trace human attempts to represent information visually back to cave drawings made at 
least 20000 years ago or to clay tokens from a bout 10000 years ago. Working on the inscriptions 
we do have, we can trace the development of writing through ages: 

1) Pictogram : When some of the pictures drawn by early men on the caves came to represent 
particular images in a consistent way, the product can be described as a form of "picture-writing". 
{There is a roughly direct relationship between symbol and its meaning} 

Pictures are iconic symbols because the relationship between form and its meaning is direct. 

2) Ideogram : the picture-like form might take on a more fixed (abstract) symbolic form. For 
example the shape representing "sun" might come to represent "heat" and "daytime" as well. 

The symbol extends from sun to heat. It means moving from something visible to something 
conceptual. 

3) Logogram : When symbols come to be used to represent words in a language, they are described 
as examples of word-writing. Symbols are used as representations of the meaning of words, not of 
the sounds of the spoken language. 

Cuneiform Writing which means "wedge-shaped" is a good example of Logogram. 

4) Rebus Writing : The symbol for an entity is taken over as the symbol for the sound of the 
spoken word used to refer to that entity. The symbol then is used whenever that sound occurs in a 
word. 

5) Syllabic Writing : In syllabic writing the graphic symbols represent syllables, usually a 
consonant - vowel sequence. So when a writing system employs a set of symbols each one 
representing the pronunciation of a syllable, it is called syllabic writing. 

6) Alphabetic Writing : A set of written symbols (letters) each representing a single type of sound 
(phoneme) in a language.{there is a one-to-one relationship between a symbol and its sound} 

In Arabic the words consist only of consonants. This sort of writing is called Consonantal 

alphabets. _ 

Chinese = logogram 
Japanese = syllabic writing 
Russians = Cyrillic writing 
Egyptian = Hieroglyphics 

Hieroglyphics: a writing system which represent pictorial symbols. The name comes from 
Greek, meaning 'sacred carving', because it was mostly used in tombs, temples and sacred places. 

A sign might be called: 




a) Iconic: when there is a one-to-one relationship between a form and its meaning: the 
relationship of a man with its picture 

b) Indexical: when there is a cause-effect relationship between a form and its meaning: 

Or it is a sign whose form has characteristics associated with meaning: smoke ~ fire 

c) Symbolic: when there is no one-to-one relationship between a form and its meaning: 
that is, the relationship between a form and its meaning is arbitrary and conventional: {tree} 


Test (Chapter 3) 

1. When symbols come to be used to represent words in a language, they are described as —. 

a. Cyrillic alphabets b. ideogram 

c. logogram d. pictogram 

2. When the shape representing "sun" comes to represent "heat" and "daytime" as well as for sun 
itself, we call it a(n) — 

a. pictogram b. logogram 

c. ideogram d. alphabet writing 

3. It has been claimed that the Sumerians used wedge-shaped marks on soft clay to form 
inscriptions. Their symbols are known as —. 

a. Cuneiforms b. Cyrillic alphabets 

c. logogram d. Syllabic writing 

4. In the process of — writing, the symbol for an entity is taken over as the symbol for the sound 
of the spoken word used to refer to that entity. 

a. syllabic b. logographic 

c. Cyrillic Writing d. rebus 

5. In a — writing system, each symbol may represent a vowel and one or more consonants. 

a. logographic b. syllabic 

c. rebus d. alphabetic 

6. The major disadvantage of — writing is that an extremely large number of different written 
symbols which exist within this writing system. 

a. logographic b. Rebus 

c. Cyrillic d. syllabic 

7. Japanese have — and Chinese have — writing system respectively. 

a. Cyrillic - Rebus b. Logogram-pictogram 

c. Logogram- syllabic d. syllabic - logogram 


8. When there is a one-to-one relationship between a symbol and its sound, the system is called 


a. Alphabetic 
c. Rebus 


b. Cyrillic 
d. Syllabic 



9. If we have the logograms for "cross" as + and "eye" as O , then "cross eyed" can be 
represented as + O. This shows the — writing system. 

a. Cyrillic b. Rebus 

c. syllabic d. Cuneiform 

10. Pictograms and ideograms are types of — representation. 

a. phonetic b. syllabic 

c. iconic d. rebus 


11. Mary, a little girls, painted a tree, a house, and a river flowing by the house. Her painting 
looks real. Her painting is —. 

a. interpretive b. symbolic 

c. indexical d. iconic 

12. One way of using existing symbols to represent the sounds of a language is via a process 
known as —. 

a. cuneiform b. logograms 

c. syllabic writing d. Rebus writing 


13. Passengers commuting between cities, sometimes face a sign with a picture of fork and a 
spoon, which provides us with the information that a restaurant is available. The relationship is 


a. iconic 
c. indexical 


b. symbolic 
d. lexical 



